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Dear Parishioners, 
 
   As I told you last week, the submission of bulletins for publication in anticipation of Christmas and New Year’s was moved up 
this year and as I write this I’ve had to shift mental gears once again … it’s December 14th, but on the bulletin calendar, Christmas 
is passed and I’m preparing for the Feast of the Holy Family ... 
 

   How many of you remember the comedian, Rodney Dangerfield? I remember from my younger days movies like “Caddyshack” 
and “Back to School.” He built his comedy career around the phrase “I get no respect.” He would state the line and then proceed 
with a string of one-liners based on “no respect.” Most of his jokes were pokes at himself and his family. His humor, unfortunately 
and sadly, could be rather dark. 
 

   Today we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family. On the flipside, their one-liner could have been: “Respect is a trademark of 
our family.” Think about it. Without respect, there is no love … and a hallmark of love is respect. 
 

   Each member of the Holy Family showed respect. Joseph respected Mary even when he thought she was carrying another man’s 
child. Scripture says he had decided to “divorce her quietly” (Matthew 1:19) to save her from shame … until the angel spoke to 
him. Joseph married Mary and respected her unique calling. He protected her and loved her child as his own. Mary respected 
Joseph by traveling with him to Bethlehem, even though she was close to delivering her first child. She trusted him to keep her and 
her baby safe. Jesus respected his parents by coming under their authority. When Jesus was lost and when Mary and Joseph found 
him in the temple after three days, Saint Luke says that Jesus “went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to 
them” (Lk 2:51). On the cross, Jesus showed respect for his widowed mother by giving her to the care of the beloved disciple. 
 

   Respect is a virtue present in all holy families. Certainly, the Holy Family was not your typical family. There is no one “typical” 
family. There are many combinations of folks living together who call themselves family. Yet, all families, biological or chosen, 
are called to holiness. The reading from Sirach focuses on respect for the authority of parents: fathers and mothers. This respect 
does not depend on liking or not liking the parent. It does not depend on their character or their wisdom. This respect is due simply 
because they are parents. It is their position that merits respect. Parents, you will foster respect if you show respect to your 
children. I hear parents in the grocery store or in the mall talk to their children. Some scream and yell. Some call their children 
“stupid” or worse. Your children deserve respect because they are sons and daughters of God, made in His image and likeness … 
even though they may not act very godly at times. Discipline in ways that address the action … but do not shame the child. Sirach 
mentions the promises that come to folks who respect their fathers and mothers. “Kindness will melt away your sins” (Sir 3:15). 
 

   God is the source of all authority. Respect goes beyond family members. It encompasses all those in authority: police, 
firefighters, doctors, judges, teachers, and more. People may criticize the president, mayor, or even your pastor or the priest on the 
altar. We may not agree with their politics or decisions. However, we need to show the respect due their position. This respect 
seems to be lacking in our society. It is a sorry day when teachers feel the need to carry concealed weapons in the classroom for 
protection. Unfortunately, schools are a much different place than the place I remember as a child. Teachers have told me that, 
instead of support from parents, they are often criticized in front of the children. I can remember that when I came home from 
school, if I ever told my parents that I was reprimanded by my teacher, I was in twice as much trouble when I got home. I can’t 
believe how little respect there is today for teachers. When the pope greets the leaders of other nations, he treats them with respect, 
even though they may disagree on many key issues. 
 

   Lack of respect for authority leads to anarchy … in the family … in the schools … on the streets … in the government. Make 
your family a haven of respect. We can reclaim our respect for authority one holy family at a time. 
 

   Self-respect. Even when we do not feel respected by anyone else, we can develop self-respect. Each of us has infinite worth 
because we are beloved children in the family of God. We can show respect for our bodies by our care for them. We show respect 
for our minds by what fills them. We show respect by our relationships to God and others. However, the core of our self-respect 
comes not by what we do, but whose we are. 
 

   Jesus invites us to be an intimate part of the holiest of families … Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He invites us to be One with Him 
and therefore with God … in the Eucharist. 
 

   May Saint Michael the Archangel defend, guide, protect, and intercede for us always! Have a great week! Stay safe and be well! 
 

~ Fr. Larry 


