
Dear Parishioners, 
 
It’s no doubt that one of the biggest fears of adolescents is rejection. Their need to be accepted drives 
the clothes they wear, the music they listen to, the food they eat, and the sometimes preposterous 
number of text messages they send every day. While most adults have learned that we must become 
our own person (and so hair and clothes styles, etc. become more diverse), we never quite lose our fear 
of rejection. It is a human drive to be accepted, respected, and honored. This Sunday’s Gospel shows us 
a Jesus who was also confronted with human rejection. In His hometown, Jesus confronts scandal, 
rejection, and lack of faith on the part of those who presume to know Him. 
 
“Where did this man get all this?” “What kind of wisdom has been given Him?” Some who heard 
Jesus could not get beyond the familiar details such as His occupation and His relatives to believe that 
He was more than this. Their questions reveal that they still did not understand who Jesus was. They 
were not able to accept Him as someone from God. They saw … but they didn’t believe. 
 
Where does a prophet have honor? Where is a prophet heard? Not among kin or in familiar 
surroundings. Not among those who lack faith. Herein lies the paradox. To have faith, we must be 
familiar with Jesus. The very stumbling block for the people in the Gospel is the necessary stepping 
stone to hear Jesus’ Word and to accept Him. Faith-filled familiarity frees us to see ourselves as we are 
(those in need of Jesus) and to see Jesus as He truly is (a prophet with the power to save). What opens 
us to encounter and accept Jesus is faith. Through faith we encounter Jesus as One who is trustworthy. 
One who loves us. One who wants to teach us the Good News of salvation in all its truth and wisdom. 
 
Sadly, biblical tradition reveals that all too frequently, God’s prophets faced rejection and resistance. 
The story of Ezekiel in the First Reading describes most of God’s faithful servants. To recognize God’s 
prophets among us for who they are, to do the work of God, we must have the faith that makes us 
receptive to God’s saving presence. We must also have the faith that makes us willing to be prophets 
ourselves … calling others to faithful Gospel living. We come to faith by doing. More than intellectual 
assent to doctrine, faith is a yes-response to God’s words and deeds. Faith is a yes-response to God’s 
presence. Faith enables us to become familiar enough with the God who loves us so that we return that 
love with open trust. 
 
If we take our own commitment to live religious values and a life of faith seriously, there will be times 
when we ourselves are faced with misunderstanding, rejection, and ridicule. Sometimes this is most 
painful, when, like Jesus, the rejection comes from those who are closest to us. Indeed, the extent of 
resistance may be the measure of our commitment. Our faith commitment is best lived out in the 
simple, everyday opportunities to live as Jesus did that come our way. For example, when our children 
need time and direction, we surrender to their needs even when we had a long day at work and are 
really tired. Or when a friend needs help, we surrender to that need, even when our schedules are 
packed with activity. By surrendering to these everyday ways of dying-to-self for the good of others, 
we live a life of faith and rise to God’s saving new life. 
 
May Saint Michael the Archangel protect, defend, guide, and intercede for us always! 
 
Fr. Larry 


