
Dear Parishioners, 
 
If we take a short-day journey, we probably don’t need much – a destination, a full gas tank, money and credit 
cards, maybe some water, snacks, and a GPS or maps will do. But if we want to take a longer journey, the 
baggage increases – extra changes of clothes and shoes, toiletries, makeup for the women, coats or sweaters for 
chilly weather or evenings, and maybe a laptop or tablet to take care of unexpected business will probably be 
needed. The longer the trip, the more “baggage” we take along. In this weekend’s Gospel, Jesus sends the 
Twelve out on a missionary journey and instructs them that they are “to wear sandals.” This is no day-trip – the 
Twelve are in this for the long haul. Yet Jesus sends His disciples forth with no baggage, no money, and not even 
food. This sounds more like an hour trip and the disciples are going to be quite unprepared! 
 
However, instead of the expected provisions, Jesus provides them with the one essential Resource. He gives them 
His authority to preach repentance, to cast out demons, and to cure the sick. He also gives them each other, for 
they are not sent out alone, but in partnership … “two by two.” The gift of His authority and the gift of one 
another is essentially the gift of Jesus Himself. So gifted, disciples cannot fail. 
 
The journey on which Jesus sends His disciples is a lifelong one. Their role and our role as His followers is to 
make Jesus Himself present to others. All that is needed is the authority of Jesus. That authority has been most 
generously given to us at our Baptism. This authority is nothing less than the very risen Life of Jesus Himself. 
Rather than a power over others, Jesus’ authority is an energy to preach the joyful solace of repentance, to help 
others face their own harmful ways, and to bring the soothing healing of personal presence. 
 
This is no small task and Jesus knows this full well. So, He doesn’t send disciples out alone, but “two by two.” 
We have each other for support and encouragement, for insight and greater sensitivity, and for our own healing 
and reconciliation. We also give Jesus’ presence to each other, and this assures us that we are armed with the one 
Resource that is needed for the journey to be successful … Jesus Himself. The mission is not ours … it is Jesus’. 
The resources are not ours … they are given to us by Jesus as gifts for the sake of the mission. The success of the 
mission is not ours … it is guaranteed by the Author of Life who wishes only good for all God’s people. 
 
We tend to live and work as if everything depends on us. While we need to be practical about life, we cannot lose 
sight of the One on whom we ultimately depend – Jesus. The mission of Jesus continues through the work of His 
disciples. What Jesus did … they do. How Jesus was received … they are received. Like Jesus and the prophets 
of old, such as Amos in this weekend’s First Reading, disciples meet both success and rejection. If we only look 
to ourselves, we could be paralyzed by discouragement. But we do not act on our own. We act in Jesus’ name 
and on His authority. The mission is His. 
 
Everything that happened to Jesus is happening to us. We are given the authority to witness to the Good News of 
the coming of God’s kingdom and in our witness, we meet both acceptance and rejection. Our success is not 
measured by our acceptance / rejection ratio, but by the integrity of our words and deeds. The authority given to 
us is most fruitful when it is borne out by living as Jesus lived. Disciples of Jesus strip themselves of everything 
except the one thing that counts most – witnessing to the Good News of God’s divine presence among us. 
 
May Saint Michael the Archangel protect, defend, guide, and intercede for us always! 
 
~ Fr. Larry 


