
Dear Parishioners, 
 

     Only the seed that sinks into rich soil can produce fruit. I think it was very appropriate that as I was 
looking over the readings for this weekend, my brother texted me a few pictures of our property in upstate 
Pennsylvania. To my Mom’s family, it was known simply as “The Farms.” It is a nice-size property that 
has been in the family since the late 1890’s. My maternal grandmother and her 10 brothers and sisters 
grew up there. Today, most of the property is rented out to a farmer who grows corn and other crops for 
his cattle and buffalo. I remember as a youth spending a week or two of my summer vacation there with 
my grandmother and helping in her gardens. She grew all kinds of stuff … all kinds of vegetables and 
herbs and had flower beds everywhere. I think my love for growing things is a gift from her. I miss her 
“overnight refrigerator pickles” and her “bread and butter pickles. (I really like cucumbers.) I wish I had 
paid more attention to learn the recipes … they were never written down and after 20 years, I haven’t 
found anyone who makes them like she did. It is the height of the growing season up there and I thought it 
was very appropriate to be reading and thinking about these Scripture passages as the pictures appeared 
on my phone. I spent quite a bit of time both reflecting on the readings and reminiscing about good times 
spent at “The Farms” with my Grandmother and more recently with Mom and Dad. I miss them. 

 

     Today, during this Fifteenth Weekend in Ordinary Time, our Gospel reading reminds us that our 
daily living is all about tilling and fertilizing and constantly preparing the “soil” of our hearts so that we 
can receive God’s Word and nurture it to bear fruit. We must let God’s Word sink deep within us so that it 
can bear fruit in our daily living … achieving the end for which God sent it! 

 

     Most of us hear God’s Word proclaimed primarily during the Liturgy of the Word at Mass on 
Sundays. I believe it is naïve to think that we can go to Mass cold … without having prepared the readings 
and be attuned enough to God’s Word to hear and remember the message well enough to live it. One way 
to deepen our Gospel living is to take quality time each week … alone or with others … to sit with God’s 
Word and become attuned to the message. Publications like Magnificat, or Give Us This Day, or The 
Word Among Us provide several sources to read and meditate on the Scripture passages in advance each 
week. Another thought is perhaps is to check the citations to the Scripture passages printed each week in 
the bulletin and to make some time to read the Scripture passages before they are actually proclaimed 
during the Mass. No matter what way you choose, we should cultivate our hearts to hear God’s Word, so 
it is not wasted on barren soil. 

 

     If you think about it, we can also hear God’s Word through the words of others. A challenging 
remark that moves us to new action on behalf of others, a critical remark that causes us to look at our own 
behavior and choices, or a kind remark that brings us joy are all ways God’s Word comes to us. They are 
also ways we can sow the seed of God’s Word in the hearts of others. Why not try to spend some time 
with the Word of God outside of the Liturgy of the Word at Mass? The results might surprise you! 

 

     May Saint Michael the Archangel defend, guide, protect, and intercede for us always! May you and 
your families be well and safe! Have a great week! 
 

Fr. Larry 


