
Dear Parishioners, 
 
     In this weekend’s Gospel, Jesus is acting within the religious tradition of the times ... God’s favor was for 
the people of God ... for the “house of Israel.” He is quite harsh in His words to the Canaanite woman. I 
think any one of us would recoil at such a snub. In the face of such conduct, what fed the woman’s 
persistence in her request? 
 

     Notice the wording of the woman’s request to Jesus: “Have pity on me, Lord, Son of David!” Since she is 
asking for healing for her daughter, many would expect the request to be worded as a desire for Jesus to have 
pity on the daughter. The woman is truly revealing her own pain in begging for Jesus’ pity. What loving 
parent would not empathize with a child as does this Gospel woman? What parent does not suffer when his 
or her child suffers? The Canaanite woman is clearly someone who is not self-centered but is centered on 
another (her daughter). Her love trumps harshness. Her hope overcomes rebuff. The Canaanite woman in the 
Gospel refuses to be rebuffed even by the exclusionary and harsh words of Jesus. Nothing gets in the way of 
her seeking healing for her daughter “tormented by a demon.” The woman “keeps calling out” to Jesus 
because she wants to remove the demon – to remove the evil that separates. Her great faith moves Jesus to 
grant her request. 
 

     Faith, by nature, is persistent. Persistence, by nature, is single-minded. Single-mindedness, by nature, 
achieves the end it seeks. Like the woman in the Gospel seeking healing for her daughter, our faith must be 
great enough to overcome barriers, must focus persistently on Jesus, and must bear the fruit of salvation and 
healing for others. Our faith must be strengthened by hope and spurred to action by great love. 
 

     The woman approaches Jesus but is initially not welcomed. Still she persists in her request because she 
never loses sight of the end she seeks ... healing the separation her daughter possessed by a demon 
experiences ... healing the separation she experiences from Jesus. She is absolutely single-minded about 
achieving her end. In this the Canaanite woman in the Gospel demonstrates something significant about 
faith. Sheer persistence matters. Although rebuffed by disciples and ignored by Jesus, she persists with 
surprising results. Her dogged persistence is recognized by Jesus for what it truly is – great faith 
(incidentally, she is the only person in Saint Matthew’s Gospel who is praised for great faith) – and Jesus 
does have pity on her. Rather than being sent away without her request fulfilled, the woman’s persistent faith 
moves Jesus to grant her request ... “the woman’s daughter was healed.” Yes, deep faith can move the 
mountain of religious tradition and achieve the end it seeks. 
 

     There is a fine line between “persistence” and “nagging.” The latter is about getting what we want, being 
turned toward ourselves. The persistence in the Gospel that models great faith arises from being turned 
toward the good of others. Persistence in seeking the good of others is possible only when we have 
established healthy relationships. Our prayer and spiritual disciplines are related to our good works, for they 
are all concrete ways we establish solid relationships with God and with one another. Both prayer and good 
works require persistence, for that is how we form ourselves in the good habits of being turned toward god 
and others. 
 

 May Saint Michael the Archangel defend, guide, protect, and intercede for us always! May you and your 
families be well and safe! Have a great week! 
 
~ Fr. Larry 


