
Dear Parishioners, 
 
For almost two (2) decades, Walter Cronkite, one of the most trusted anchors in American television history, 
signed off his nightly newscast with the famous line, “And that’s the way it is.” His familiar voice, his 
factual details, and his faithful courage all helped his listeners to believe. “And that’s the way it is.” It was 
his person who made the line memorable. It was his person who made the line believable. It was his person 
who entered homes each night for so many, many years. 
 
“This is how it is.” That’s what Jesus is saying in the Gospel for the 11th Sunday in Ordinary Time. Not for 
two decades, but rather for over two millennia, we have heard this simple sign-off. Jesus, however, is 
reporting far more than the events of a day. He is reporting more than just facts. He is reporting the mystery 
of the “Kingdom of God.” This Kingdom is not of this world, but it is in this world. It is divine presence, our 
growth, and eternal life. The Kingdom of God is the divine desire for our salvation. It is a call to us of 
obedience to God’s will and it is a call to us for faithful discipleship. It is a call to us to live divine life even 
when we are still caught up in our own human life and events. 
 
The Kingdom of God is a mystery, and so, Jesus cannot report it like facts, like events, like Walter Cronkite 
might report it. Yet, the Kingdom must be even more believable to us than the facts before our eyes and the 
facts which we live each day. As mystery, we understand God’s Kingdom through the bits and pieces of our 
own living, but it remains beyond our clear comprehension. That is its richness. 
 
Still, Jesus says in this Sunday’s Gospel, “This is how it is.” Yet there is no single way to describe the 
“Kingdom of God.” Here Jesus uses two similar parables to teach us that the kingdom is realized in the 
intersection of our own work (planting the seed) with God’s work (the mystery of life growing and bearing 
fruit). The Good News is that God’s Kingdom is assured. The scattered seed of the first parable will yield a 
harvest. The tiny seed of the second parable will grow into a large plant. 
 
Perhaps the kingdom must be sown with abandon because this is the only way the mystery can be realized. 
Our own work is undertaken without full understanding, but with the trust that God is nurturing life out of all 
we do. It doesn’t matter if we do tiny things, things tiny like a seed, or earth-shaking things. What matters is 
that we take up God’s work of planting life and cooperate fully with the divine plan to bring salvation to all. 
 
Our cooperation with God is to simply be followers of Jesus. We are to live the Good News that Jesus taught 
us. We are to “walk by faith, not by sight.” This means we say yes to God, yes to God’s commands, and yes 
to God’s direction for our lives. In our “yes,” the Kingdom of God takes root in the soil of our hearts and in 
due time blossoms forth in the great harvest God intends. The Kingdom of God is presence, growth, and life. 
“This is how it REALLY is!” 
 
This Sunday’s parables of the seeds are comforting, because whether scattered seed or tiny seed, an abundant 
harvest and largeness of life will spring up. Even our tiniest acts of kindness … a simple smile or hello … 
bring forth life and make the Kingdom of God present. Our lifelong journey to live the Gospel makes the 
Kingdom of God present. God uses us followers of Jesus to make divine presence known. “And that’s the 
way it is!” 
 
May Saint Michael the Archangel protect, defend, guide, and intercede for us always! 
 
Fr. Larry 


