
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
   Most people are making final preparations for Christmas on this December 21st; however, I’m trying to write a reflection for 
the Epiphany of the Lord which we will celebrate on January 3rd. These early bulletin submissions have my mental calendar all 
messed up. Thankfully, this is the last early one ... I get a break and a chance to focus on the Birth of our Lord and Savior 
coming on Friday. 
 

   Candlelight is very fascinating. If a candle is lit in a brightly lighted room, the fascination of the candle may lie in its 
flickering. But light a candle in a totally dark room, and it’s the light itself that is the fascination. Near the flame, the light is 
bright. But as it spreads out, it gets dimmer ... eventually overtaken by the darkness. The one light can only go so far. In this 
weekend’s Gospel, the Magi follow the light of a star to Jerusalem. But here the unexpected takes over. The One they have 
traveled so far to see is not in Jerusalem. 
 

   Arriving at Jerusalem, the Magi thought they had come to the birthplace of “the newborn king of the Jews,” for Jerusalem was 
the traditional home of the Jewish king. Of course, this is where the king should be – in the city of kings. But the “newborn 
king” was not where they expected to find Him. He was in Bethlehem, the home of David before he was made king, when he 
was still a simple shepherd boy. This king, “who is to shepherd ... Israel” was not born in a palace, but in a simple abode. He was 
not given homage by the Jewish elite, but by foreigners. He was not only given gifts acknowledging His kingship, but also a gift 
of myrrh ... pointing to His Passion. He was not to be limited in His reign to the Jewish nation but would reign over all peoples. 
 

   The unexpected reigns in this Gospel. The unexpected pushes the light of the star beyond Jerusalem to light the way to a new 
Light. the Christ-Child is that light. In Christ, God’s light of salvation shines forth (is manifested ... an epiphany) even upon 
Gentiles (see Second Reading). The Magi followed the light into the unexpected and found the Savior of the world. No doubt the 
light of the only-begotten Son they adored shone with the shining radiance spoken of in the First Reading from the Prophet 
Isaiah. The Magi came to Bethlehem and found the Light. Truly, this is a feast celebrating the Light of universal salvation. 
 

   Where do we expect to find this “newborn king” and who do we expect Him to be? The pattern of our own lives is that of the 
Magi: to receive God’s revelation, to seek the Light, to follow the light, to encounter the Savior, to offer our gifts, and to pay 
Him homage. An important lesson found here for Gospel living is that we must go beyond the obvious circle of light to find the 
true Light of the world that dispels all darkness. We cannot be limited in our own expectations, but we must allow God to lead 
us to the real destination of our life’s journey: to the Light who is the “newborn king.” Then we must allow this king to shepherd 
us in graceful living. 
 

   Receiving God’s revelation of Light and responding faithfully to where it might lead us always demands of us self-giving. Just 
as the Magi set out on a journey following the star, so is our own Christian journey about following the Light of Christ in all we 
do ... even when it brings us to the Cross. The real challenge of this Feast is not simply about following the light of a star to “the 
newborn king of the Jews.” It is about where one’s heart lies. As the light of Christ shines on us, we are invited to see what lies 
deep within our own hearts, to bring forth what is good, and then to spend ourselves for others. In this way, we become a 
resplendent light dispelling darkness, leading others to the Light that never fades. When we become the light, the light goes a 
long, long way. 
 

 It is still my prayer and wish that you and yours continue to have a Happy, Holy, and Blessed Christmas Season! We’re just 
a few days in, so may you also have a Happy, Healthy, and Safe New Year! May Saint Michael the Archangel defend, guide, 
protect, and intercede for us always! 
 
~ Fr. Larry 


