
 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
     One element of our baptismal ceremony for babies and children who have not yet reached the age of reason (7 
years-old) is clothing those being baptized with a white garment. The words accompanying this gesture include: 
“You have become a new creation and have clothed yourself in Christ ... May this be a sign to you of your 
Christian dignity.” The Rite goes on to suggest that “it is desirable that the family itself provide the garment” 
(Order of Baptism for Children). May families have a tradition of using the same baptismal dress for their children 
– some families even pass this down through several generations and so the baptismal dress becomes a cherished 
family heirloom. It then symbolizes a double identity: a member of this particular family who share a common 
blood bond as well as a member of the family of God, of Christ’s Body, who share a Life bond in the Holy Spirit. 
Baptism, then, is about who we become through our new relationship with God and with each other. 
 

     The event of Jesus’ Baptism with water in the Jordan River revealed who He already was: the “beloved Son” 
with whom God was “well pleased.” Jesus’ Baptism did not change His identity but revealed who He was. John 
prophesied that Jesus, however, would bring an entirely different Baptism, for He would baptize us with the Holy 
Spirit. The event of our Baptism with the Spirit announces to all present who we become: beloved children with 
whom God is “well pleased.” Our whole Christian life is a journey of taking ownership of the ownership that God 
has already taken of us. Through Baptism, God claims us. Our whole Christian life is a journey of keeping our 
Baptismal garment spotless, living the dignity God has bestowed on us, growing in our identity as the beloved of 
God, allowing God to lay claim on us, and being open to the Spirit who dwells within us. 
 

     Our identity is to be “begotten by God” (Second Reading), God’s beloved sons and daughters. Through 
Baptism, we become one with Christ. An essential tenet (principle) of Christianity is that Baptism plunges us into 
an ongoing way of living, whereby our lives are patterned after Christ’s. By the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, we 
become adopted sons and daughters of God. We are God’s “beloved,” too. By this indwelling – God’s very Life – 
Jesus’ life and way of living become our own. Jesus’ saving work becomes our own life work. 
 

     We are plunged in the Baptismal waters and rise out of those waters a new creation grafted onto Christ. We 
spend our lives growing into our identity as members of the Body of Christ. We spend our lives appreciating what 
it means to be God’s beloved and growing in understanding of what that kind of life that relationship requires of 
us. We spend our lives continuing Jesus’ saving mission. We spend our lives being the risen Presence of Jesus 
Christ for others. Being Christlike is what our Baptismal identity is all about. 
 

     At our own Baptism, we unite ourselves with Christ as His Body (we become God’s children) and commit 
ourselves to continue His saving mission. Our lives must be spent being faithful to the relationship with God in 
Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit which our Baptism begins. Our dignity is found in being faithful to our 
identity and living the Gospel Jesus proclaimed, doing good works with which God is “well-pleased.” 
 

     It is my prayer and wish that you and yours continue to have a Happy, Healthy, and Safe New Year! May Saint 
Michael the Archangel defend, guide, protect, and intercede for us always! 
 

Fr. Larry 


