
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
     Over the last few years there has been a lot of talk about “baby boomers” moving into retirement age and the 
challenge that the number of retirees drawing Social Security will place on this government trust fund. Studies have 
suggested to us that this fund will be completely depleted within a couple of decades. Workers are now being 
encouraged to put money aside in other accounts to supplement their retirement income. And even that extra money, 
given a prolonged illness requiring skilled medical care in a long-term-care facility would probably run out. Many 
older people worry about their investments and whether they will have enough when they face various end-of-life 
issues. Younger people are being encouraged to begin planning early in life and most certainly to begin saving. In 
many ways, our future is already upon us. We invest in our future and pray that everything will be okay. Nearing the 
end of the liturgical year (next week, is the last Sunday of Ordinary Time ... Christ the King), the Gospels draw our 
attention to another future: life after death. As with retirement, we must prepare for and invest in this future. This 
weekend’s Gospel parable raises the issue of investments and benefits and directs us to think about how we await that 
future. 
 

     The master gave to the three servants in the Gospel “each according to his ability.” We have not all been given the 
same sum of talents, gifts, and abilities, but Jesus, our Master, has invested in each and every one of us. We are not 
judged according to the amount given to us, but we are judged by the choices we make to use those talents, gifts, and 
abilities to their fullest potential. The most important choice we make is life in fidelity to whatever we are called to do 
– even in what seems to be small matters. The continuation of Jesus’ saving work depends upon this fidelity. If we are 
faithful, Jesus will judge us worthy beneficiaries of the greatest return on any investment: a share in the riches of the 
“master’s joy” ... eternal life.  
 

     We are now living in the delay before our Master’s return. This weekend’s parable teaches what to do during this 
time of waiting – it is not empty time. We are to live in such a way that we grow in our greatest “possession” – the 
divine Life that has been given to us. If, like the lazy servant in the parable, we focus on our fear and Christ’s 
judgment, we will be paralyzed in our ability to continue using the “investment” we have been given to continue 
Christ’s work of salvation. However, if we focus on the promised share in the “master’s joy,” then we will be willing 
to risk what we have in order to grow in our most prized possession – our share in Divine Life and the relationship 
with Jesus Christ that share entails. The Christian life and journey of discipleship begins with our being given an 
unmerited share in God’s Life. When we are faithful it will end wondrously – we will enter fully into the “master’s 
joy.” However, if we are not faithful ... 
 

     The master commends the two faithful servants for their industriousness and then tells them he will give them 
“great responsibilities.” For us Christians, our “great responsibilities” are, of course, to be faithful disciples making 
present the Kingdom of God in our daily lives. Another part of these “great responsibilities” is to live now the 
Master’s joy, confident that one day we will enter even more fully into that joy. Responsibility means to use our 
Master’s “investments” ... our gifts, talents, and abilities ... to spread God’s goodness as well as to appreciate now the 
joy of all that has been given us. Joy isn’t something only in the future. It is a fruit of the Holy Spirit we should enjoy 
now. 
 

 May Saint Michael the Archangel defend, guide, protect, and intercede for us always! May you and your families 
be well and safe! Have a great week! 
 
~ Fr. Larry 


