
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
   I read in an article once that parents know the different cries of their baby ... whether it’s a cry of discomfort, or 
hunger, or anger. I read that the very sound of a baby’s cry includes something of the baby’s experience and need. 
Though not able to speak words yet, the child is quite capable of communicating and good parents are ever attuned to 
this constant and revealing self-information that helps them to give comfort and security to their little bundle of love. 
Advent calls us to be ever more attuned to the cries around us that testify to the Light coming into our midst and that 
cries that challenge us to encounter Christ in such a way that we cannot hold within ourselves our own cries of 
recognition and commitment. 
 

   After saying clearly who he is not (“Christ,” Elijah,” or “the Prophet”), John does say who he is. “I am the voice of 
one crying out in the desert.” “Voice” ... the audible revelation of self. “Crying out” ... testifying to core convictions. 
“Desert” ... place of barrenness and desolation as well as a place of testing and of growth. So, who is John? ... The 
one who in his very being recognizes the Christ who has come to lead the people into the fullness of light and Life. 
 

   Testifying with conviction to the light of Christ must be more than speaking words. The conviction is conveyed – 
cried out – by the way we choose to live each day. We are to do good works (“bring glad tidings to the poor,” “heal 
the broken-hearted,” etc. [First Reading]). Testifying with conviction also means that we must constantly grow in our 
relationship to Christ and learn to recognize Him even where we might not expect to find Him. Yes, sometimes we 
are like the people in the Gospel in that we seek the Messiah but often do not recognize His Presence in our midst. 
The work of Advent is to intensify our good works so that we become attuned to recognizing Christ here and now. 
Even more, it is the work of our whole Christian lives. As we near the celebration of Christmas, we ourselves must 
take up John’s conviction, John’s cry. 
 

   Testifying with conviction comes to greater fullness when we have been tried in the various “deserts” of our daily 
living. Testing confronts us with choices and making good choices attunes us to Christ’s Presence in so many ways. 
This testing brings us growth and liveliness. It helps us to see in new ways and to cry out with ever greater urgency. 
What is at stake is recognition of the Messiah-Christ among us. 
 

   It’s easy and comfortable to recognize Christ in the expected places and ways we’re accustomed to. When we enter 
the peace of a church, for example, we expect to find God. When we sit and pray in our homes, we expect to find God 
and to have our prayers answered. All of this is good. However, living the Paschal Mystery means that we take up the 
mission of Christ ourselves, that we ourselves are to be Christ for others. Especially during these final days before 
Christmas when everyone is so busy, we can forget that our mission is like John’s ... to testify to the Light by crying 
out its Presence in our midst. We do this by how we respond to those around us ... take time to listen to the one that’s 
hurting ... visit those who might be forgotten ... do with a little less ourselves so others might have more ... take time 
to pray ... remember to give thanks ... offer a helping hand ... reorganize our priorities ... praise the God in others. 
 

 May Saint Michael the Archangel defend, guide, protect, and intercede for us always! May you and your families 
be well and safe! Have a great week! 
 
~ Fr. Larry 


