
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
     One of the first prayers many of us learn as small children is the Our Father. We pray it every time we participate 
at Mass. We pray it every time we say the Rosary. But like so many things that are repetitious, we can recite this 
beautiful prayer taught to us by Jesus Himself and not really think about the words we pray and the relationships they 
imply. The Gospel this weekend is a kind of commentary on one part of the Our Father: “and forgive us our debts / 
as we forgive our debtors” (Mt 6:12 NABRE), but it is a commentary with a twist. In the Our Father, God’s forgiveness 
of us is dependent on our forgiving others. In the Gospel parable, the servant has already been forgiven his debt to his 
master, which makes his hard and unforgiving heart toward “one of his fellow servants who owed him a much smaller 
amount” even that much more reprehensible. 
 

     Life in the Church demands that we forgive one another not only because it is the compassionate thing to do, but 
because this is how God acts and expects us to act ... “So will My heavenly Father do to you, unless each of you 
forgives your brother from your heart” (Mt 18:35). It belongs to the very “being” of God to forgive. If we are of God, 
then it is also of our very “being” to forgive. The key to understanding this is that we are in relationship with both 
God and with each other. By forgiving we choose not to let any offense that has happened between us control how we 
continue to relate to one another. By forgiving we repair the damage to the relationship and restore dignity both to the 
forgiver and to the forgiven. This is why counting how many times we forgive – even to the seven that Peter suggests 
at the beginning of the Gospel – misses the point. Jesus’ response to Peter is a way of reminding us that God forgives 
us countless times, and this is the motivation for forgiving each other equally countless times. Our “heavenly Father” 
has shown us the way – forgive one another “from the heart.” 
 

     Jesus tells a striking parable in this Gospel about two instances of forgiveness of debts – one lavishly given and the 
other miserly withheld. We can learn how to bring freshness to our praying of the Our Father from this parable. The 
implication made in the parable is that God acts like the extravagant master. But not so. God’s forgiveness of us is 
always even beyond extravagance, even beyond measure. Human beings measure. God does not. As infinite as God’s 
forgiveness is, to receive it is not without a substantial condition. We are to forgive one another as God forgives – 
from the heart, “seventy-seven times.” Only forgiveness that comes from the heart is immeasurable. We need to pray 
the Our Father with such great fervor! 
 

     The Second Reading for this weekend speaks in its own way of why we forgive one another. “None of us lives for 
oneself” because we “live for the Lord.” Our relationship to each other is described in terms of our relationship to 
God. Forgiveness is absolutely central to the message of the whole Gospel because it is necessary in order for our 
relationships with God and with each other to continually grow stronger and more grace-filled. 
 

     Christ’s dying and rising models for us our own dying and rising: “no one dies for oneself.” We always die (to 
ourselves) for the sake of the other. Forgiving entails dying to damaged relationships so that we might all belong to 
the Lord and rise to every new Life with Him. Forgiving means God has hold of us and enables us to act in a Godlike 
manner. Forgiving means that the cost of reconciling petty hurts or even major ruptures pale in comparison to the 
immeasurable forgiveness of God. 
 

 May Saint Michael the Archangel defend, guide, protect, and intercede for us always! May you and your families 
be well and safe! Have a great week! 
 
~ Fr. Larry 


