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Triangles and shamrocks are about the best we can do to picture the Holy Trinity. After all, three persons in 

one is simply beyond our imagination … beyond our experience. When we consider the Trinity, then, we 

often move quickly to what does. This is exactly what Moses is conveying to the people in the First Reading 

this weekend … all of the marvelous deeds God has done on their behalf. Recalling Creation, the making of 

a people, and the giving of commandments, Moses asks the people, “Did anything so great ever happen 

before?” and declares that “the Lord is God in the heavens above and the earth below, and that there is no 

other.” Yet as deep and difficult as the mystery of the Trinity is, as wonderful as God’s great deeds are, we 

can never forget that our God is a very personal one who is “with us always” as this weekend’s Gospel tells 

us. Perhaps the most amazing thing about this triune God is that although God is divine and utterly beyond 

us, God chooses to be present to us and to commission us to continue Jesus’ work in bringing salvation to 

our world.!
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Sometimes this weekend’s Gospel is called the “Great Commission.” Sending forth disciples is “great” 

because of what it entails … the disciples take up Jesus’ very mission to bring the Good News of salvation to 

“all nations.” Who are the “nations” to whom Jesus sends us? All the countries of the world, to be sure. But 

also the close"to"hand “nations” of our own families, co"workers, friends, everyone who is part of our lives. 

What are we sent to do? Jesus has passed on to us His power to gather all human beings into the loving 

embrace of the Trinity.!
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The life of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit … the very power of God to bring salvation to others … is 

poured into us at our Baptism. This life is a gift. Sharing God’s life, we share God’s work … to make 

disciples, to baptize, and to teach Christ’s commands. Because of Baptism, our triune God dwells within 

each of us, enabling us to embody God’s presence among the “nations.” We are the visible sign of Jesus’ 

promise: “I am with you always.”!
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The Trinity is not just a dogma, but an indwelling presence of three Persons who continually create, save, 

and sustain us and all of creation. As “children of God,” we have a unique relationship to God. As the 

nature of the Trinity is to create and to go forth, so is this our own very nature. God’s power within us 

transforms us to be disciples who are first and foremost God’s visible presence in this world. As God is life, 

so are we to be. No wonder Jesus sending us to “all nations” is a great commission! There is no greater thing 

than having God’s Life and presence always with us.!
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The Gospel moves us from speculation about the Trinity as a dogma to be believed to an experience of the 

Trinity. The dignity of our Baptism is that we share in God’s life and mighty deeds. In the readings for this 

Solemnity, we find a summary of God’s mighty deeds: creating, speaking to us, calling a nation, giving 

commandments, leading us by the Holy Spirit, adopting us as “heirs with Christ.” These are the same deeds 

that form the pattern of our own daily living. By bringing God’s presence to all those we meet, we are re"

creating, announcing God’s mighty deeds, calling forth goodness from others, giving direction to our lives, 

leading others to God, and becoming one with others in the family of God’s beloved children.!
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May Saint Michael the Archangel protect, defend, guide, and intercede for us always!!
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   Fr. Larry 


