
Dear Parishioners, 
 
There is nothing more heart-rending than watching the life ebb out of a loved one. Little children do not understand 
this, but those of us who have had myriads of joyful experiences, who have loved someone deeply, and who have 
developed fulfilling relationships, know how precious life is. Life is precious because people are precious. This 
weekend’s Gospel tells us two stories of people grasping for life. 
 
A woman had a hemorrhage and “had suffered greatly” and “had spent all that she had” to get well. Jairus’ daughter 
is “at the point of death.” He will do anything to bring her back from the brink of death. Love for life has these two 
Gospel characters approach Jesus with hope against hope: “Please, come …” … “If I but touch …” 
 
Life is flowing out of the hemorrhaging woman’s body. Life has gone out of Jairus’ daughter. In response to their 
faith in Him, power goes out of Jesus’ body and restores their lives. In both cases, Jesus’ power is passed through 
physical contact: the woman touches the hem of Jesus’ garment … Jesus takes the hand of the little girl. Both Jairus 
and the woman demonstrate faith, and both have their wish for healing granted. Death has encroached, yet death is 
turned back. 
 
This Gospel’s healing stories reveal Jesus to be the Lord of life. Death, debilitating illness, and chronic medical 
conditions shatter any illusion of our control over life. The tenuousness of life turns us to the Lord of life armed with 
nothing but utter faith. To encounter Jesus’s power over life, we have only to acknowledge, as do Jairus and the 
hemorrhaging woman, this tenuous hold we have on life. Such acknowledgment is an act of faith. And such faith 
leads to salvation. So, we are faced with two questions. Do we ourselves have the faith to touch and be touched by 
Jesus so that whatever is dead within us may be restored to life? … Would Jesus ever ask us, “Who has touched 
My clothes?” 
 
We avoid the reality of death as much as we can. The funeral industry helps us to gloss over death’s stark reality. And 
yet, death is part of our human lives, which we cannot avoid. It is Good News, indeed, that Jesus’ inauguration of 
God’s Kingdom vanquishes death and restores life. Like Jairus and the woman with the hemorrhage, all we need to do 
is overcome the harsh reality of death and our fear of it … to reach out and touch the nearness of Jesus with utter faith 
and confidence. 
 
Death, however, not only means the cessation of physical life but also all of those everyday “dyings-to-self” that call 
us to surrender our wills to God’s will. In the Christian mystery, death is the doorway to life. Just as Jairus and the 
woman overcame their fears in order to receive life from Jesus, so must we surrender our own wills in order to 
encounter Jesus and receive life. God’s reign of life is not established by avoiding death, but by embracing it. Living 
the Paschal Mystery is none other than our daily dying-to-self – overcoming our fears and reaching out to Jesus in 
faith and confidence – in all the little, practical ways that fill our daily routines. 
 
Paschal Mystery dying is as simple as smiling at children even when we’re bone tired … or taking an hour out of our 
day to visit the sick. When we surrender in humility to His goodness and power, Jesus offers us life and in this we 
encounter the Lord of life. Our very surrender to His mercy and power over life is our reaching out in faith to touch 
Jesus. 
 
May Saint Michael the Archangel protect, defend, guide, and intercede for us always! 
 
Fr. Larry 


