
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 

How many times have parents said to their children, “Will you please listen to me?” This is hardly a statement 
about whether the youngsters have a hearing problem. It is a question that conveys to youngsters that they must act 
on what they hear, or they aren’t really hearing. Listening means acting. It also means that their wills are changed, 
as evidenced in whether the youngsters do what their parents are actually asking them to do. Finally, listening means 
that the youngsters themselves are changed. In listening and doing, we form patterns of right and loving responses. 
Real listening that leads to follow-through actions takes conscious effort, commitment, and love. 

 

In this weekend’s Gospel, Peter, James, and John hear God ask them to listen to Jesus. “This is My beloved Son. 
Listen to Him.” We can well identify with their “hardly [knowing] what to say” and being “so terrified” by 
witnessing Jesus’ Transfiguration, that they actually miss the point ... they want to build tents and stay put. But Jesus 
leads them back down the mountain. It is clear from the Gospel, though, that their confusion and fear did not keep 
them from listening and following. 

 

Peter, James, and John not only witness Jesus’ Transfiguration, but they themselves also undergo a 
transfiguration. Some change occurs within them, so they are able to hear God’s voice announcing Jesus’ identity 
(“beloved Son”) and the clear terms of their own discipleship (“listen to Him”). We know they listened. Had they 
not listened, they could not have questioned and pondered. Had they not listened, they could not have acted to follow 
Jesus as disciples. Listening means acting. This is true for youngsters listening to their parents and doing what they 
ask. It is true for disciples listening to and following Jesus. 

 

The season of Lent is meant to be our time of transfiguration. We are transfigured ... when we take the time to 
listen to what God is saying to us through Jesus. This kind of listening leads to acting as faithful disciples. What 
change needs to occur in us so that we grasp the clear terms of our own discipleship? ... What change needs to 
occur in us? 

 

The hard part of our Lenten journey is the dying to self. We like to hold on to our selfishness and self- 
centeredness. We don’t like to admit that we are less than perfect. It is easy to find fault with others, but with 
ourselves ... not so much. Dying to self calls us to surrender ourselves to God, to be obedient (to listen) even as 
Abraham was, and to listen to Jesus’ voice in our own lives. Only when we embrace such a total listening-surrender 
can we begin to fathom the glory of the mountaintop. 

 

In dying and rising (desert and glory) of these first two Sundays of Lent, we have a microcosm of the relationship 
of Lent to Easter. Lent is our time in the desert to face our temptations and to open ourselves to the Spirit who is 
always present to us to guide us and comfort us. If we journey well and purposefully, when we come to the glory of 
Easter morning, we will see that the journey has brought us a joy that far outweighs any personal sacrifices we might 
have made along the way. But the best thing of all is that as we embrace conversion, we ourselves begin to take on 
the glow of the transfigured Christ. We begin to listen with all our hearts. 

 

May Saint Michael the Archangel defend, guide, and intercede for us always! 
 

Fr. Larry Polansky, Pastor 


