
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
     Some people will vehemently claim that they do not need organized religion because they know God in their 
heart, they have their own personal relationship with God, or they find Him in nature, and that is enough. These 
claims are rooted in the truth, but only partly. God has planted a yearning for Himself in the human heart, and 
God’s might and power are evident in the magnificence of creation. However, there is a higher order of revelation 
we must not ignore. This is God’s revelation of Himself that comes to us through the words of the prophets, and 
then, most fully, through His Son, Jesus. 
 

     Why should anyone be content with just a whisper from God within oneself, or a shadow of God in nature? 
Jesus was real … He walked among the people … He extended His hand in healing time and time again … ate 
with His friends and sometimes with His enemies … welcomed sinners and strangers into His company. Jesus 
brought hope to those who were living in sin and relief to those suffering dreadful afflictions. Simple words from 
Jesus bring about powerful results, such as those we heard today, “Quiet! Come out of him!” 
 

     The words of Jesus brought healing and forgiveness, and they also brought comfort and direction in times of 
uncertainty. He said, Follow Me, I will make you fishers of men … Be not afraid … I will be with you always … 
Today you will be with Me in paradise. Such powerful words that no one had ever spoken in this manner before. 
The absolute authority with which Jesus spoke moved many people to follow Him and listen closely to His 
teachings. 
 

     To listen closely to the teachings of Jesus is every Catholic’s responsibility today. It is easy to hear the 
Scriptures proclaimed each time we attend Mass, but it can be more difficult to listen with a receptive ear and a 
willing heart … and harder, still, to put those lessons into practice.  
 

     Bringing forth goodness and life … the fruit of authority well exercised … is very much at the heart of the 
Paschal Mystery. Jesus’ authority rested in both His Word and His power and willingness to confront evil. Paschal 
Mystery living requires us to be so bold as Jesus in confronting whatever “demons” in us keep us from 
surrendering ourselves over to the growth and life to which God calls us. The call to die to self is more than idle 
talk … it is the ongoing demand in daily living to listen to God’s Word, to know all that the Lord commands us, 
and to embrace the life God offers. In the surrendering of ourselves over to God’s will … in the dying to self … 
is the identity with the “Holy One of God” which assures us of new life.  
 

     The words of Peter from Saint John’s Gospel express it well; Master, to whom shall we go? You have the 
words of eternal life. We are to listen, believe, and live accordingly. This is our task, and the Spirit of God alive 
in us will help us accomplish it. Truly, this is astonishing and amazing Good News. 
 

     It is my prayer and wish that you and yours continue to have a Happy, Healthy, and Safe New Year! May 
Saint Michael the Archangel defend, guide, and intercede for us always! 
 
Fr. Larry Polansky, Pastor 


