
Dear Parishioners, 
 
   Little children often hide under their bedcovers; dogs howl; adults sometimes cringe. Violent storms 
frighten us, even if we are told by a weather report that the storm is too far away to cause serious damage to 
us. With the changing weather patterns we’ve been having, all too many people have found themselves in the 
middle of violent storms with their consequent damage or loss of property and in extreme cases, loss of life. 
That’s why there’s a good reason to have a healthy respect for storms that are breaking around us. So 
perhaps we can readily identify with the disciples’ fear of the “violent squall” reported in this weekend’s 
Gospel – even more so since the disciples are in a boat out on an open body of water. Violent “waves were 
breaking over the boat.” The boat was “already filling up.” Drowning seems a real possibility. The disciples 
are understandably frightened. Jesus, however, is comfortably asleep “on a cushion,” seemingly oblivious to 
the violence around Him. 
 
   At the end of a day of preaching and healing, Jesus was no doubt tired. The disciples took Him in the boat 
“just as He was.” So Jesus fell fast asleep. When a “violent squall” arose, the disciples thought that Jesus 
didn’t care that they were “perishing.” But Jesus did care. Think about it. He came precisely to save 
humanity from perishing. The boat was filling up with water from the waves, while the disciples’ hearts were 
empty of the depth of faith needed to be calm ... to be still ... to know that Jesus surely does care for each and 
every one of them ... and each and every one of us. The disciples’ faith is weak because they do not yet 
know who Jesus is and why He came.  
 
   The response that welled up in the disciples after Jesus calmed the storm was one of “great awe” which led 
them to ask about Jesus’ identity. And here is the crunch of the Gospel: only God has power over nature. 
When Jesus asked faith of the disciples, He was asking them to grow in their relationship to Him as more 
than a “Teacher.” He was revealing further that He was the long-expected Messiah ... the Son of God (which 
is revealed in Saint Mark’s Gospel). When Jesus asked faith of the disciples, He was not asking faith in Him 
as their Teacher and leader. He was asking them to have faith and trust in Him as the divine One with power 
to save. 
 
   After Jesus commanded the sea to be quiet, “there was great calm.” We might guess or assume that a 
similar calm washed over the disciples – that their “great awe” brought them to humble silence before this 
Teacher who had such extraordinary power. Calm comes out of trust. And so, the real “storm” at sea is 
diverted. The disciples’ faith is tested and this became an occasion for them to grow in faith and in knowing 
who Jesus is. So it is with each of us. The “storms” of our own lives become occasions for us to grow in faith 
and trust that God is ever present to us ... calming whatever threatens us ... bringing us to a deeper 
relationship with the God who cares for us. We also have an advantage over the disciples in that boat on a 
stormy sea ... we know who Jesus is. But this weekend’s Gospel nevertheless gives us something to think 
about and consider ... how strong is our faith? 
 
   Faith cannot be separated from Jesus who is the reason for our faith. To deepen our faith, then, is to deepen 
our grasp of who Jesus is for us. We constantly seek to encounter Him in others, through good works, by 
caring for those in need – and in all these ways we grow in our understanding of who Jesus is. Whatever 
“storms” come our way in life, if we have a deep relationship with Jesus and have faith, we know we will be 
able to weather them. 
 
May Saint Michael the Archangel protect, defend, guide, and intercede for us always! 
 
Fr. Larry 


