
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
     Seeing can be a physical activity of the eyes or an inspired activity of the heart. We might see with our eyes the 
worried look of a parent caring for a sick child ... our inspired heart sees love and compassion pouring out. We might 
see with our eyes a student struggling to get through school ... our inspired heart sees potential for creativity and 
insight beyond book-learning. We might see with our eyes the run-down condition of a neighborhood ... our inspired 
heart sees the inner beauty of downtrodden people desiring a better life. We might see with our eyes the homeless ... 
our inspired heart sees hopelessness reaching out for understanding. We might see with our eyes they hungry, the 
thirsty, strangers, the naked, the ill, the imprisoned, the lonely, the abandoned, the elderly, the dying ... our inspired 
heart sees the Person of Christ the King in each of them crying out to be touched by the Person of Christ our King 
who dwells within each of us. This weekend’s Gospel and the Solemnity invites us to draw on the strength of Christ 
who dwells within us to reach out to Christ in the other. This Gospel is about future judgment and it is even more 
about present discipleship. 
 

     So much about the Gospel this weekend speaks to us of Christ’s glory and power (“When the Son of Man comes in 
His glory,” “all the nations will be assembled before Him,” “the king will say”) and rightfully it should. However, 
there is a remarkable surprise in the Gospel. Christ is victorious, to be sure. He is King enthroned, to be sure. He 
judges all nations, to be sure. The surprise is that on this festival honoring Jesus Christ the King, both the Gospel and 
the First Reading from the Prophet Ezekiel speak about others who need our help and caring for them. We honor 
Christ the King by acknowledging that He is in the other and within us. No greater honor can we give our Savior King 
than to serve Him in one another. In a sense, then, our focus on each other is really a focus on Christ – for it is a 
measure of how much we imitate His care for others. It is a measure of how much we are His faithful disciples. He 
showed us by His very life how to care for others. We have to follow His example. 
 

     Christ the King will come “in His glory.” It is not “if” He will come, but “when.” There is an imperative in the 
immediacy of this “when.” The Gospel claim is clear. Christ the King, arrayed in all His glory, is present now in the 
other. We must look beyond what we see with our eyes and see with the heart of Jesus Christ ... we must see others as 
He sees them. His throne is the person of the other ... He dwells within them. The “when” of His coming is now. The 
Kingdom of God is now. The judgment is now. In our care for others, here and now, Christ the King, reigns. 
 

     One of the best ways that we can begin to see the Christ in the other is by not judging the negative aspects of their 
persons first, but instead looking for the good in the other. This can be carried out in such a simple Christian practice 
as seeking always to compliment rather than to criticize another. Take care that we don’t spread gossip or slander is 
another way. If we can do that, we build up the Body of Christ and bring honor to Christ our King who dwells in 
ourselves and in the other. By doing so, we’ll see the face of Christ our King in everyone we meet. Perhaps the first 
and most important task of being good subjects of Christ the King is to live as He did – not simply by seeing with the 
eyes but seeing with hearts responding to the dignity of others, by responding to their need for healing, forgiveness, 
reconciliation, compassion, mercy, and love. 
 

 May Saint Michael the Archangel defend, guide, protect, and intercede for us always! May you and your families 
be well and safe! Have a great week! 
 
~ Fr. Larry 


