
 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
In our modern American culture, Sundays (especially in fall and early winter) are often punctuated with football. We 

know that Mass attendance can even be influenced by the time the Eagles are playing. The excitement, joy, and 
anticipation of the game can even distract otherwise intent Mass-goers! Perhaps you have even heard a homily 
incorporating a reference to Sunday football. It’s become something of a national religion practiced in varying degrees by 
fans. Sometimes, in the end zones of various football games, dedicated believers displayed a simple message: 
“John  3:16.” For those who were not familiar with their Scriptures, many might have gone to look it up in their Bibles 
later in the day. Maybe that was the point. And it is that verse that appears in this weekend’s Gospel. 

 

This Fourth Sunday of Lent is traditionally called “Laetare Sunday,” from the Latin, meaning “to rejoice” or “to be 
joyful.” Though it might appear to be a football term (Rejoice Sunday), the term comes from the Introit or Entrance 
Antiphon for this weekend’s Mass from Isaiah 66:10: “Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. Be joyful, all who were 
in mourning …” It’s unrelated to football. Still, it might seem odd to “rejoice” in the middle of Lent, but that counsel is a 
reminder, or rather a foreshadowing, of Easter. In addition to losing an hour of sleep and entering Daylight Savings Time, 
it is as though Easter itself is breaking into the Lenten Season this weekend 

 

For the Gospel, we continue from last week with another reading from Saint John’s Gospel that includes the famous 
passage cited in football end zones. During the first two Sundays of Lent this year we heard Saint Mark (the temptation of 
Jesus and the Transfiguration of Jesus). Last week, we heard Saint John’s version of Jesus overturning the money 
changers in the Temple. This weekend, we have Jesus and Nicodemus, a story that is unique to the Gospel of Saint. 

 

The passage that many use to sum up the Gospel is this: “For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son.” The 
greatness of this statement can be lost by its terseness. We proclaim a God of love, not a God of condemnation. And this 
love results in God sending His only Son, Jesus. The starting point of our theology is, then, love. 

 

Though many today and throughout history seem to prefer a God of judgment, a God of condemnation, today we are 
reminded that our God is love. And God’s love is eternal, expressed in a never-ending life He wants for each of us, where 
relationships and bonds we create in this life are never broken. On this Laetare Sunday, when we read John:16, may the 
joy experienced by those at a football game remind us of the joy we have at Easter, when the promise of eternal life is 
fulfilled. 

 

This weekend’s Gospel addresses eternal life quite clearly as God’s intention for us. But prior to the famous passage of 
John 3:16, we hear Jesus tell Nicodemus that the Son of Man must be lifted up (crucified). Only by means of death is 
eternal life opened. Unique to Saint John’s Gospel, Jesus’ death is often referred to in metaphorical ways, like “lifted up” 
or even “glorified.” For the Gospel of Saint John, Jesus on the cross was a moment of glory, almost devoid of explicit 
suffering. For example, John never mentions the scourging of Jesus. Even Jesus’ final words from the cross, “I thirst,” 
can be taken more as metaphorical or symbolic than a literal expression of suffering. 

 

Ultimately, Saint John doesn’t focus on Jesus’ pain, or “how much it hurt.” Instead, the cross is glory and the path to 
eternal life. For His followers, belief in Jesus is the means by which they receive eternal life. As we continue to journey 
through Lent, it might be fruitful for us, too, to focus on Jesus and our belief in Him. He represents and is Himself the 
incarnation of God’s love for the world. As followers of Jesus, how do we represent God’s love to the world? 

 

     May Saint Michael the Archangel defend, guide, and intercede for us always! 
 

~ Fr. Larry 


