
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
     Hearsay or gossip is repeating what someone has heard from another. It is not permitted in court testimony because 
it is not eyewitness. So, the truth of what another has said who is not present cannot be proven. Its reliability cannot 
be cross-examined. Court testimony requires the presence of a person who can be questioned and challenged. What 
the witness says must not only be true, but the witness must have a commitment to what is being told. Otherwise, very 
quickly, the lawyers can unravel the story and prove the witness unreliable, blowing the case wide-open. Think about 
that next time someone tells you something that sounds a little sketchy. This weekend’s Gospel, on the other hand, 
involves the disciples as witnesses to Jesus’ identity. Jesus does not let the case rest on their hearsay response. He 
wants truth, revelation, and commitment. 
 

     In answer to Jesus’ query about His identity, the disciples tell Jesus what others are saying about Him. Their 
answer is based on hearsay. This is not good enough and does not get at the heart of who Jesus is. Jesus is not simply 
initiating an open discussion. He is leading the disciples to personal understanding and profession of who He is. Peter 
arrives there when he acclaims, “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” Each of us must come to this same 
personal profession about who Jesus is. Each of us must move beyond what others have told us about Jesus to a 
personal encounter with Him that brings us to awe and wonder of who He is ... the Messiah who has come to save us. 
 

     Together, we are the Church that is that community of individuals who have come personally to know who Jesus is 
and have chosen personally to make Jesus known to the world. Jesus Himself will lead us there through our personal 
encounters with Him. The building of the Church begins with Peter but continues through the ages with all those who 
profess who Jesus is. The netherworld will not prevail against the Church to the extent that the community of 
believers is united in its profession of who Jesus is, is committed to spreading the Good News revealed to us and is 
open to encountering Jesus in new and surprising ways. That Jesus is the Son of Man, the Son of the Living God, the 
Christ, the long-awaited Messiah is a truth that cannot be broadcast by hearsay. It must be declared by those who are 
eyewitnesses to the Presence of Jesus in His Church and are committed enough to profess who He is with openness 
and truth. 
 

     Jesus didn’t only choose great thinkers or saintly people to steer His Church on a right course and make His name 
known. He chose ordinary human beings who simply open themselves to the capacity to be great believers because 
they are first great hearers of the revelation. 
 

     “Revelation” doesn’t mean that we sit around alone in silence waiting for God to speak to us. It means that we 
open our eyes to see, our ears to hear, and our hearts to experience Jesus’ Presence and power in daily happenings 
around us. The infant who utters their word and delights parents, a person with Alzheimer’s who has a rare moment of 
recognition, or the unexpected good deed that comes our way can all be revelations of Jesus’ identity and saving 
power. We only need to pay attention to the experience, recognize it for what it is, and receive the gift that has been 
given to us. 
 

 May Saint Michael the Archangel defend, guide, protect, and intercede for us always! May you and your families 
be well and safe! Have a great week! 
 
~ Fr. Larry 


