
 

 

 

Dear Parishioners,                                                                    
 
     In the first part of 2019, I was quite taken aback after allowing several viewings to occur in both Saint Catherine of Siena Church in Clayton and 
Nativity Church in Franklinville. During one of these viewings, the family brought coolers of food, soda, and other beverages into the main body of 
the church. During another, all kinds of beverages were brought in and individuals were allowed to play cards in the Chapel / cry area. I wouldn’t 
have believed it if I hadn’t witnessed it myself. Perhaps those sorts of behaviors are permitted in a Funeral Home, but in a church? Jesus Christ is 
present in the Blessed Sacrament in the Tabernacle in the Sanctuary of the church and granted, people might not be able to see that with the casket 
open in the front of the altar, but our Lord is present, nonetheless. After several of those viewings, I personally also had to spend 1-2 hours cleaning 
up all of the stuff that was left behind. In my opinion, these behaviors were unacceptable for inside a church building. 
 
     As a result, in July 2019, I stopped allowing viewings in church. Since then, I have received a lot of push-back from families who have wanted to 
have viewings for their loved ones in church. There has been a lot of anger and a lot of comments have been made asking why I’m punishing 
everyone for the simple reason that a few did not know how to behave in church. 
 
 I have prayed long and hard about this issue. And so, effective March 1, 2020, I will once again allow viewings / visitations prior to a Funeral 
Mass in the churches of the Parish of Saint Michael the Archangel. With that being said, I am asking the assistance of the Funeral Directors and their 
staffs wishing to use the churches for a Viewing prior to a Funeral for the following: 
 

• For families wishing to have a Viewing / Visitation in church and while having the Viewing / Visitation in church, please be mindful of 
the need for reverence and respect in the church building and for the Church and the Catholic faith. The Blessed Sacrament is reserved 
in the Tabernacle as evidenced by the red Presence Candle.  
 

• Cell phone use in church should be kept to a minimum. All cell phones should be on silent or vibrate in the main body of the church. 
Any business on a cell phone should be conducted in the Gathering Space or outside. 
 

• The only beverage permitted in the main body of the church is water for the family. No coffee, soda, or other beverages are permitted. I 
would appreciate if the Funeral Home staff would deter individuals who have coffee cups or other beverages from entering the main 
body of the church until they finish their beverage or dispose of it. 
 

• No food is permitted in the main body of the church. I would once again ask the Funeral Home staff for assistance with this. 
 

• The chapel / cry area will be locked and unavailable for the duration of the viewing. 
 

• If music is to be played during the viewing, please select instrumental pieces that are appropriate for inside church. Secular songs are 
not permitted in Church celebrations and should be reserved to the reception that follows the Funeral / Committal. 
 

• With regard to cremains, a visitation in church or a Funeral Mass cannot be scheduled at the Parish of Saint Michael the Archangel 
without specification that the arrangements for a proper Christian burial have been made. This includes Viewings and Funeral Masses 
where the deceased is to be cremated after the Mass has concluded.  

 
 I think you will agree that having a Viewing / Visitation (also known as a “Vigil” or a “Vigil Service”) in a Funeral Home is not the same as 
having one in church. I think in today’s society, people have lost sight of that. It seems that quite often, viewings have become a social outlet where 
people who have not seen one another in years have the opportunity to catch up. However, family and friends of the deceased, when paying their 
respects in a church, need to be reminded and need to remember they are in church. Perhaps, if the family anticipates a lot of “catching up” between 
friends and relatives of the deceased, it would be better to suggest the Viewing / Visitation occur in the Funeral Home. As a Vigil, it should be 
celebrated in the evening, the evening before the Funeral Mass. The Vigil is the proper time to share stories about the deceased, and therefore, it is 
also the appropriate time to offer a eulogy or words of remembrance. The Vigil is likewise the proper place for families to display pictures or those 
things that symbolize the life of the deceased. 
 
     The website (www.psma-nj.com) has been updated with a complete set of Funeral Guidelines. (Click on the “How Do I?” question at the end of 
the menu bar, then select “Arrange for a Funeral.”) I ask you to take a few moments to read them. My deepest apologies for the families adversely 
affected by the earlier policy. Thank you for your understanding and kind attention to these matters. 
 
May Saint Michael the Archangel continue to protect us, guide us, defend us, and intercede for us! 
 

Fr. Larry 


