
Dear Parishioners, 
 
I think all of us are familiar with “BC” and “AD” as part of the designation of a date. “AD” is an 
abbreviation of two Latin words, anno and Domini, and is translated “year of the Lord.” But isn’t it 
interesting that “year” is singular (in both Latin and English). Each year is a “year of the Lord.” God 
acts in each year … in each moment of human lives. In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus announces that 
“the kingdom of God is at hand.” The kingdom of God and its “time of fulfillment” are not tied to 
human configuration or chronological time, they are the timeless reality of God’s saving presence.! 
 
At the very beginning of His public ministry, Jesus reveals His mission to call others to repent and to 
believe in the Good News, for “the time of fulfillment is at hand.” At the same time, He calls followers 
to cooperate with Him in the mission. This call is made not just to Simon, Andrew, James, and John, 
however, but also to us. Jesus’ pronouncement and call, His mission and our discipleship, are not time-
bound. Today remains the time of fulfillment: now we are the persons called to collaborate with Jesus 
to accomplish His mission. 
 
The Jesus we encounter in this Sunday’s Gospel comes with an invitation: “Come after Me.” 
Unexpectedly, God worked then through simple fishermen and now, through us. And this is the real 
surprise of the Gospel: whom God works through to bring salvation. We ourselves are essential for 
completing Jesus’ mission. Calling followers indicates the ongoingness of the mission. The “time of 
fulfillment” is embodied in the fidelity of Jesus’ followers to His mission to call others to repent of 
their wayward ways and believe in the Good News of a new in-breaking of God’s presence. 
 
In the very invitation to follow, a relationship is established between Jesus and His disciples. Jesus 
promised “Come after Me, and I will make you …” more even than workers who help bring about the 
“time of fulfillment” and the “kingdom of God.” Jesus calls us and when we respond, He fashions us 
into believers who proclaim His Gospel. All we need to do is hear the call, form a relationship with 
Jesus, and respond in fidelity. Indeed, today is a year of the Lord. 
 
The Good News we announce as disciples does have its cost. This Sunday’s Gospel opens with the 
statement that John the Baptist “had been arrested.” This statement not only foreshadows the fate of 
Jesus, but it also reveals one important aspect of discipleship: we too will have to take up our cross. 
Discipleship means that we follow Jesus to the cross by willingly dying to ourselves for the good of 
others. 
 
Strange, this “Good News” that leads us to a cross! What is so “good” about that? On our own, we 
would quickly get discouraged and lose our way. But in Christ, we are never alone. Our Christian faith 
tells us that when we hear and respond to Jesus’ call to follow, to come to the cross, we do not walk 
alone. Jesus has announced the time of fulfillment, that the kingdom of God is at hand. He calls us to 
participate in announcing the Good News of the kingdom. And so, we walk with Jesus. We walk with 
Him to the cross; we also walk with Him into resurrection … and that is the Good News! 
 
 
May Saint Michael the Archangel defend, intercede, and guide us always! 
 
Fr. Larry Polansky, Pastor 


