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   Grandparents take great delight in having their grandchildren over for a little while � but just a little while! 

They tease about spoiling the children rotten and then being able to “give them back.” Without withholding 

their love, grandparents nonetheless give back to the parents the responsibility and demands of bringing the 

little ones to young adulthood. Giving life to offspring involves much more than biological life. Rearing 

healthy children requires immeasurable doses of love, not a small sprinkle of patience, and a good deal of 

guidance and discipline. Good parents’ self�giving is endless. It is an icon of the self�giving addressed in the 

readings for the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ … Corpus Christi.�
�

   The story from the book of Exodus describes how Moses sprinkled the blood of the holocaust on the people 

to seal the covenant between them and God. A holocaust was a whole, burnt offering. The animal was 

completely destroyed as a symbol of the total gift of those making the sacrifice. This “total gift” becomes so 

real in Jesus Christ and is precisely what we celebrate on this feast day. Christ offering His Body and 

shedding His Blood on the cross were total self�gift. Likewise, giving His Body and Blood to us in the 

Eucharist for our nourishment is total self�gift. Two kinds of self�gift, but there is one divine love celebrated 

in passing over.�
�

   “Eat the Passover.” Jesus clearly places giving us His Body and Blood to eat and drink in the context of 

His ultimate passing over from death to life. His gift of the Eucharist is an ongoing expression of this total 

gift of self. Jesus’ Passover is an expression of immeasurable and enduring love in Jesus’ very self�giving. 

By giving us His Body and Blood, Jesus give us His life. His offering of Self to us is total and mediates a 

new covenant between God and us. This new covenant demands of us the same total self�giving.�
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   We are to give of ourselves in total self�giving like Christ so that we “may receive the promised eternal 

inheritance” [Second Reading]. We who partake of Jesus’ Body and Blood, then, also participate in His 

Passover. In the Eucharist, we both give over our lives and receive the fullness of Life. Yes, we celebrate 

with great joy His total self�gift. Christ’s, And ours.�
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   All the readings for this solemnity direct our attention to the effects of Jesus giving His Body and Blood. 

His eucharistic self�giving establishes a new covenant … “obtains eternal redemption” … secures “the 

promised eternal inheritance” [Second Reading], and “is given for the sake of many” [Gospel]. In this way, 

the celebration of Corpus Christi is an eloquent summation of the Paschal Mystery celebrated at Easter. The 

shedding of blood is paschal � passing over � because it always requires a death, and in the history of 

salvation, death always brings new life. Thus the body broken and the blood shed, while commemorating 

death, also celebrates life … His sacrifice becomes a gift. His defeat becomes our victory. His weakness is 

our strength. His brokenness is our healing. His Eucharist is our blessing.�
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   As we share in Christ’s Body and Blood, we surrender ourselves to be life Christ � a Passover lamb for our 

world today. For the most part, we don’t need to look for opportunities for total self�giving. The 

circumstances of daily life generously present them to us. The difference is that followers of Christ see self�

giving not simply in terms of an inconvenience that cannot be avoided, but as the means to the fullness of 

life. Jesus’ self�giving as a new covenant of God’s love is taken up by His disciples as a pledge of the 

fullness of life God offers us.�
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   May Saint Michael the Archangel protect, defend, guide, and intercede for us always!�
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   Fr. Larry 


