
Dear Parishioners, 
 
CHRIST IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN INDEED! 
 

   “Selective hearing” is a phrase we sometimes hear. It means that we hear what we want, and “tune out” what 
we don’t want to hear. Children have selective hearing when they can’t hear a parent telling them to quit the 
computer game and to do their homework, but they hear the parent calling them to supper. Adults hear many 
“voices” in the course of a day, and choose which ones to pay attention to and which ones to tune out. In the 
Gospel this weekend, Jesus declares Himself to be the “Good Shepherd” whose flock must hear His voice. 
Moreover, we who hear His voice must follow it. Following Jesus, as the Gospel says, means that we must “lay 
down [our] life” for the sake of others. We can do this because the Good Shepherd has already done this for 
us. 
 

   In this Gospel parable, the hired man doesn’t have a sufficiently deep or committed relationship to the sheep 
and so he runs away when danger comes. The good shepherd, however, is the one who owns the sheep and has 
much more at stake than the hired hand. The good shepherd is concerned about, cares for, and protects the sheep 
even to the point of laying down his life for those he is called to care for. Jesus requires of us disciples the same 
mission – to lay down our lives, too … this phrase occurs five (5) times in the Gospel. 
 

   Shepherding, then, is serious business. It means that we cannot run away from danger like the hired man, but 
we must meet danger head-on for the sake of God’s beloved. Because of the resurrection, we share in the new 
life of Christ. Our entry into this new life is dying to ourselves – laying down our own lives. Jesus proclaims 
that He is the “Good Shepherd,” that His flock hear His voice, and that He lays down His life for them. In the 
context of the Second Reading, however, we are more than Jesus’ flock: we are “children of God” who are to 
“be like Him.” This means that we are not only sheep who hear our Good Shepherd’s voice, but we are also to 
become shepherds ourselves. Transformed from sheep to shepherd, we take up the life He has laid down and 
take up His saving mission to shepherd others to new life. 
 

   Taking up Jesus’ mission means that we actually adopt selective hearing as a way of life. Now, however, the 
selective hearing isn’t a matter of following our own will or completing a task of our own liking. The selective 
hearing of Jesus’ disciples is a sharpening of our hearing so that Jesus’ voice is the guiding element in our daily 
living. By sorting through all the diverse voices we hear each day, and hearing in some of them the voice of 
Jesus, we know the fold to which we belong – “we are God’s children now” (Second Reading). Hearing Jesus’ 
voice, we willingly lay down our lives so that others can come to the same awesome truth … a share in Easter 
life, the “love the Father has bestowed on us” (Second Reading). 
 

   Laying down our lives for the sake of others doesn’t mean that we will be nailed to a cross. It does mean that 
we commit ourselves to “good deeds” (First Reading) such as caring for the sick, forgiving those who wrong us 
(last Sunday’s Gospel), giving thanks and praise to God (Responsorial Psalm), loving others as God has loved us 
(Second Reading). We don’t have to go out of our way to be good shepherds. We need only to relate as one filled 
with new life in Christ to those who come our way. 

 

May Saint Michael the Archangel protect, guide, and intercede for us always. 
 
~ Fr. Larry 


